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Introduction

To the Citizens of Quincy:

This past fiscal year was one of great change for the department. On May 1st,
2015 Station #6 was closed. This was a direct result of the department no longer
having the manpower levels necessary to keep the station operating-bioar 24
basis. This presented challenges as the department had to adapt its response
model to one that required the remaining stations to provide coverage to larger
areas. This modified response caused response times to lengthen in practically
every area of town. If you direct your attention to page 8 of this report you will
see a siddy-side comparison of response times during times when station #6 was
operational, and when it was not. Fortunately, at the budget vote for fiscal year
20162017 the Council voted to reinstate the necessary funds to allow Station #6
to reopen which should bring response times back to an acceptable level.

The wind storm of July 2015 challenged the Department and its members to
provide service in the midst of chaos. Your firefighters stepped up and worked
tirelessly for days to provide fire protection and medical response while
navigating a maze of blocked roads and hazardous conditions. Additionally,
members of the Department worked sieside with citizens to aid in the
clearrup and recovery efforts. As Chief, | can say | was extremely proud of the
members of the Department and their response in the face of adversity.

In October of 2015 the Department had the opportunity to wrap up its celebration
of 175 years of service to the City of Quincy. This department has a long and
proud history of supporting the citizens of Quincy in their greatest times of need.
From its humble beginnings as a volunteer department, to the career department
of today that responded to 4,227 requests for assistance, the Quincy Fire
Department has existed to serve and we remain committed to doing so for the next
175 years.

Sincerely,

/¥

Joe Henning
Fire Chief
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Fire Department Response

The Quincy Fire Department responded to 585 more incidents in this fiscal year compared to

the last. Generally speaking, the department is up in all but one area in response numbers. The
greatest areas of growth were in EMS/Rescue, Dangerous Conditions and Miscellaneous calls.
This is due to the ever increasing demands for medical service as our population ages, as well
as, the spike in responses specifically related to the 2015 wind storms.

Response Totals

Structure Fires 67 73 1.70%
Vehicle Fires 17 27 0.60%
Other Fires 102 101 2.40%
EMS/Rescue 2,169 2457 58.10%
Hazardous Materials 65 67 1.60%
Dangerous Conditions 131 253 6.00%
Miscellaneous 1,093 1249 29.60%

Engine Company #2 continues to see the largest number of responses of the five engine
companies. This is due to two reasons. One, District #2 encompasses one of the oldest sections
of town (more prone to fires) and two, Engine Company #2 responds to general alarm
assignments on a ciyide basis. Overall numbers per company increased this year with the
closure of Station #6 and the requirement that other companies respond to that particular

district. Also, on the occasional days where there was sufficient manpower to do so, the Rescue
truck was placed into front line service and responded in lieu of Engine #2 to any request for
service that did not specifically require a pumper.
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Structure Fires

This year saw a continuation of the trend of an increasing number of structure fires. This is
directly related to an increase in unintentional fires. Most other areas of fire causes remained
steady. This is an area of focus for our public education team as we try to reverse this trend of
unintentional fires.

Annual Structure Fires
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The chart below provides the causes for the structure fires that occurred within the fiscal year.
As in past years, the majority of the fires were unintentional in nature.




